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INTRODUCTION. 


N E muſt have bur little Know: 
ledge of human Nature, not 
to be ſenſible of that Curioſity 
which prompts Mankind to be 


acquainted with the Hiſtory of Perſons 


diſtinguiſhed by their extraordinary Vir- 
tues and Qualifications, and who have 
experienced many uncommon V aricties of 
Life. In reading their Tranſactions, we 
become apreeably intimate with the 
Characters which have raiſed our Admi- 
ration; We attend them in the different 
Scenes thro' which they paſs, and are 
ſenſible of a ſectet Longing to imitate the 
ſhining Parts of their Conduct: They 
frequently teach us an eaſy Modcration 
in Proſperity, and are no lels ſucceſsful 
in reconciling us to the fevere Diſpenſa- 
tion of Providence. 3 
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THT LDODUCTEOM: 
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T H E Impreſſions we receive from per- 
ſonal Characters, are more lively and 
affecting than ſuch as are imparted to us 
by moral Precepts; and thoſe Virtues, 
which Inſtitutions of Philoſophy might 
give us but a languid Invitation to imi- 
tate, are altogether irreſiſtable, when they 
are ſer off by the Conduct of Perſons of 
Elevation; and they muſt be thrown into 


Action, in order to give them their laſt 
Poliſh and Refinement. 


T HIS may be one Reaſon why Bio- 
graphy has generally mer with ſuch a fa- 
vourable Reception, and we may venture 
to affirm, that if the Authors who engage 
in this Kind of Writing, would {elect 
ſuch Cliaracters as are entertaining, and 
inſtructive at the ſame Time, they would 
have no Cauſe to complain of any Dil- 
regard from the Public. 


THE noble Lady, who is the Sub- 
jet of the following Memoirs, has 
made ſo conſpicuous and engaging 1 
Figure, thro the ſeries and Vieiſſitudes 
of a long Life, that ſhe may be juſtly 
reputed an Honour to her own Sex, as 


ſhe 
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IN T-EODUCTI-O-N: 3 


ſhe has always been the Admiration of 
Ours. 


IF a Deſcent from an iliuſtrious Race of 
Britiſb Nobility, a polite and generous 
Education, an early Familiarny with 
the moſt amiable Accompliſhments, an 
inchanting Harmony of Pcrion ind Mind, 
a Virgin Purity of Youth, and a taintleis 
Fidclity of conjugal Life, have any 
Charms in the ſofter Sex, they have all 


lent their full Luſtre to the late Dutcheſs 
of OR MON DE. 


T T ſhould ſeem as if Providence intend- 
ed to guard this Lady from every Impu- 
tation that could be formed againſt her 
by envious and detracting Minds, aud 
therefore would nor confine her Vircues 
to Scenes of Satisfaction and Profperiry ; 
ſhe had long convinced the World of her 
Ability ro act an unexceptionable Part 
in ſuch a Situation, but ſomething ſit! 
remained to give her Conduct its full 
Perfection. The appointed Period ar— 
rived ; this incomparable Perſon was de- 
prived of the deareſt of all her Enjoy- 
ments: She ſaw herſelf for cver ſepa— 
rated from her darling Conſort, aud her 
former Aflucnce contracted into a very 


modcratc 


4 IN TRODUCTH ON. 


moderate Limitation: Her Sunſhine. of 
Happineſs darkened with Adverſity; but 
that Adverſity only gave her an Oppor- 
runity of charming all who knew her, 
by her inimitable Reſignation to the 
Decrees of Heaven. 


AS there was Reaſon to believe the 
Public would be curious to know the 
Particulars of a Life fo diverſified by 
fuch unuſual Events, all poſſible Care 
has been taken to collect every authen- 
tic Circumſtance that could make ſuch 
2 Relation uſeful and entertaining; and, 
we preſume, that the Impartiality with 
which we have procceded, on this Oc- 
cation, will intitle this Performance to a 
candid Reception from thoſe who are 
pleaſed to favour it with their Peruſal. 
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Dutcheſs of O RMO N DE. 


IE Dutcheſs of ORMONDE, 
22 whole Life we propoſe towrite, 
was the Elderſurviving Daugh- 
cer of liemm Duke of Heau- 
fort, dy his Dutcheſs Mary, Daughter of 
chat unfortunate Patriot, the Lord Capel, 
whoſe ſteady Attachment ro his diſtreſſed 
Soveraign, King CHARLES, I, de- 
prived him, in 1648, of a Life which 
5 Seeed a much happier Period. 


TRE 


6 The LIFE of the 


TH E moſt noble Houſe of Beaufort, as 
it was auguſt in its Original, fo ir has 
been perpetuated by a Train of Deſcen- 
dants, who have been juſtly eſteemed 
the Ornaments of their Country. And 
the great Plantagenets, who founded this 
i/luſtrious Family, have tranſmitted their 
Virtues thro' a long Series of their Po- 
ſtericy, and adorned the Kingdom with 
a Progeny, of both Sexes, which will be 
ever remembered with Honour, 


THE Dutcheſs of OR MOND E 
was born at Beaufort-Houſe, near Che/ſea, 
Anno 1665; and, in her early Years, 
preſented ſuch a Dawn of amiable Qua- 
lities to her noble Parents, as convinced 
them that the Luſtre of their Family 
would receive no Diminution from their 
lovely Daughter. Animated by this 
Perſuaſion, they were particularly care- 
ful to cultivate, by a ſuitable Education, 
the Virtues which had already ſprung up 
in her Mind with ſuch a luxuriant Bloom. 
Their Cares ſucceeded to their Wiſh, 
and there was mio Accompliſhment neceſ- 
ſary to give Perfection to her Sex, bur 
what appeared with all its Charms in 
the Conduct of this young Lady. 


NATURE 


Dutcheſs of ORMONDE. 7 


NATURE ſomctimes preſents us with 
a great deal of Inequality in her Produc- 
rions; and it is no uncommon Thing to 
{ee a very diſagrecable Exterior allotted to 
a finiſhed Mind ; but ſhe now determined 
ro be uniform in her Operations, and 
prepared, for the Duke of Beaufort's 
Danghter, a Form as amiable, as the 
Soul which was to claim it, for her Habi- 


ration. 


IT would require a Pen, much more 
maſterly in Deſcription than mine, to 
give the Reader a competent Idea of this 
engaging Lady; the inchanting Harmo- 
ny of her Shape, the Luſtre and Viya- 
city of her Eyes, which inſpired all who 
beheld them with unutterable Impreſſions; 
the glowing Bluſh of the Roſe, which was 
blended in her Checks with the Virgin 
Purity of the Lilly, the flowing Shade 
of Hair which wantoned in a Profuſion of 
Ringlets, that no Pencil could imitate; 
the delicate Turn of her Face, and the 


bewitching Softneſs which diffuſed itfett 


thro' every Feature; the panting Snow 
of her Bolom, and the taper Whicenels of 
her Arms; with a thouſand other Beauties 


which perpetually played around her, 


formed ſuch an Aſſemblage of Perfection, 
that 


0. The LIFE of the 


that was to be reſiſted by nothing but 
Inſenſibility itſelf. | 


WE believe we ſhall not be taxed with 
Falſhood, when we affirm, that ſuch a 
Prodigality of Charms were capable, 
without any other Aſſiſtance, of capti- 
vating a thouſand Hcarts; but we have 
already intimated that Nature diſcarded 
all Partialiry in her Plan, and made this 
irreſiſtable Form the Reſidence of a Soul 
which was altogether as attractive as its 
lovely Manſion: The moſt refined Poig- 
nancy of her Wit was contraſted by the 
ſedateſt Judgment; and each of theſe 
fine Qualifications were ſo beautifully 
ſoftened by her native Sweetneſs of Tem- 
per, that her Pleaſantry never gave Pain, 
and none ever thought themſelves inſulc- 
ed by her ſuperior Penetration, 


THE Happincſs of her Memory facili- 
tated her Improvement, by thofe Books 
and Induſtry, with which ſhe was daily 
converſant ; and, in a few Years, it proved 
ſuch a Treaſury of Knowledge and Po- 
lireneſs, as few Ladies of her Age were 
ever enriched with: The little Levities 
of the Sex, and thoſe refined Deviations 
from Sincerity and Sanctity of Manners, 


which are become ſo faſhionable a Part 
TIS of 
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of modern Education were altogether un- 
known to her. True Virtue is certainly 
amiable in herſelf, bur ſhe puts on re— 
doubled Charms when ſhe ſhines in the 
Conduct of a blooming Virgin. 


SUCH was the Lady we are deſcrib- 
ing; her Mind was as immaculate as her 


Face, and every Ycar that addcd to licr 


Youth, preſented her with new Perfec. 
tions, and awaken'd a general Curiofiry 
to know what happy Man was to be 
bleſs'd with the Endcarments of her nup- 
tial Love. 


IT is not to be imagined in what 
Manner that plcaſing Expectation inllu— 
enced tome of the nobleſt of the Britt 
Youth. A virtuous young Lady of Rank 
and Beauty is a publick Bleſſing, ſhe civi- 
lizes the Souls of her Ad miters more 
than all their Academical Inſtitutions, 
and fires them to aim at a proper Simili- 
tude of Accompliſhments. Tnnocence, 
Purity and Honour appear ſo pertuaſive 
in the Fair-One, that it is no Wonder if 
ſhe daily increaſes the Number of tlicir 
Votaries, and brings them frclh Accel: 
{ions of Homage, 


C AMONGST 


(10) 


AMONGST the ſhining Crouds of 
Adorers who wiſhed to inſpire her with 
the ſofc Senſibility of Love, none made 
{o conſpicuous a Figure as the Duke of 
Ormonde; he was deſcended from a ver 
antient and illuſtrious Family that had 
given many Heroes to their Country, 
and, in the Perſon of the Duke, had pre- 
ſenteꝗ it with an Ornament that did not a 
little contribute to its Luſtre. Death had 
for ſome Time deprived him of his firſt 
Lady (who was the eldeſt Daughter of the 
Farl of Rocheſter )and left him a Widower 
in the full Bloom of his Youth. His endear- 
ing Behaviour to his deccaſed Dutcheſs, 
warmed many of the faireſt with ſecret 
Wiſhes to ſuccced her in his Embraces. 
His Perſon was fuch as might impart the 
ſofreſt Impreſſions to the chaſteſt Heart, 
and was ſet oft by ſuch a winning Singu- 
larity of Sweetneſs, Generofity, and eve- 
ry other Quality which conſtitutes the fine 
Gentleman, that it was almoſt impoſſible 
for him to be long conſidered with In- 
difference by any Lady ro whom he 
breathed his Paiſion. We may add to 
this, that he poſſeſſed ſuch a Princely 
Eſtate, that Fortune ſeemed to contend 
with Nature which of them ſhould be his 
greateſt, Benefactor. It is true, the Duke 


only 


( 11 ) 

only valued the Favours of the former, 
as they cnabled him ro diſtinguifh him- 
ſelf by numberleſs Acts of Humanity, 
and indulged him in his natural Propen- 
ſity to Benevolence. And if. the Goddets 
has not of late been fo liberal ro many 
others, it may have proceeded irom their 
being deſtitute of his Inclinations ro com- 
municate her Bounties to their Fellow 
Creatures. 


x 
+ 
+84 

* 
bo 
„ | 
S 
*Y 
J 
PE) 
7 
. 
+ 
by 
44 
* 


AFTER the Account J have attempt- 
ed to give of theſe two illuſtrious Per- 
ſons, it will be natural to conclude, that 
they were formed for each other; and 
therefore, without entering into the Par- 
ticulars of that tender Intercourſe which 

| Love, and a Similitude of Difpoſitions, 
4 eſtabliſhed between them, it will be ſuffi- 
cient if we acquaint the Reader, that his 
Grace was ſo fortunate in his Addrc{ics, 
as to prevail on the Duke of Beaufort's 
charming Daughter to conſent to be the 
lovelieſt Bride in Eng land. 


' THE Number of the young Dutchcſs'3 
E Admirers was not diminiſhed by her Mar- 
riage, and tho they found themſelves re- 

' {trained from diſcloſing to her the Senti- 
4 ments with which her Charms had in— 
ſpired them, yet there were ſeveral who 
C 2 were 
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were pleaſed to flatter themſelves, that 7 

Length of Time might render ſuch a 3 

Declaration not ſo unpardonable as it 4 

would have been at that Seaſon. Amongſt 

this Claſs of Lovers, who were ſo ex- 

tremely complaiſant to themſelves, there 

happened to be a noble Earl *, who, it 

muſt be confeſſed, was a Gentleman of 

extraordinary Merit; beſides the Advan- 

rage of a very engaging Perſon, he was 

Maſter of a Genius which made kim 

very conſpicuous in the polite World ; he 

had devoted ſome of his Time to the 

Muſes with ſo much Succeſs, that his 

poctical Compoſitions had the general 

Approbation of che beſt Judges; he had 

a great deal of Wit, and knew how to 

temper it fo apreeably, by an obliging 

Behaviour, that his Converſation never 

failed to be as entertaining as he could 

wiſh ; and tho' Ambition was a very pre- 

Vailing Paſſion in his Breaſt, it ſtill per- 

mitted Beauty to maintain a conſiderable 

Empire there. The Qualifications he poſ- 

felled. generally make their Owner for- 

tunatc with the Fair, and therefore it was 

not to be wondered ar, if his Lordſhip 

had no great Reaſon to tax them with I 

Inſenſibility. | | 
THE 


* The Earl of Mulgrave, lale Duke of Buck- 
inghamſhire. | 
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TH E Dutcheſs of Ormonde found her- 
ſelf obliged, after her Marriage, ro appear 
more frequently in publick than before, 
and by that means was daily making an 
undeſigned Addition to her former Con- 
mr The young Nobleman we have 

en deſcribing, having ſeveral Opportu- 
aities of ſecing het at Court, became ſo 
paſſionately cnamoured of her Charms, 
that all the Reaſon he was Maſter of, was 
too weak to extinguiſh the firſt Kindling of 
his Flame, and indeed there was ſomethin 
ſo irreſiſtable in the lovely Dutcheſs, that 
beholding and adoring her, were the uſual 
Events of one and the ſame Moment. 


THE high Quality of this Lord, and 
his perſonal Acquaintance wich the Duke, 
gave him free Acceſs to the Dutcheſs at 
all Times when ſhe ſaw Company, and, as 
her Grace had the moſt refined Tatte for 
what was elegant and polite, it was na- 
rural for her to conſider the Earl as a 
very. accompliſhed Gentleman, and to pay 
him all the Deference that was due to 
fuch a Character. She conſidered him as 
a Perſon who had a conſiderable Share in 
the Friendihip and Eſteem of her illuſtri- 
ous Lord, and regarded him as one who 


merited 
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merited that Friendſhip by a Number of 
amiable Qualities. 


IT often happens, that Men of Wit, 
thro' roo much Partiality to themſelves, 
are apt to fancy that a Lady's Satisfac- 
tion in their Converſation, mult create a 
Fondneſs for their Perſons, and the Earl 
did not fail to impute to the Dutcheſs, 
Impreſſions in his Favour, which ſhe her- 
felt was never ſenſible of; and conſe- 
quently he was always ready to improve 
every Inſtance of her Complacency roo 
much to his own Advantage. The Opinion 
he entertained of his being more agreea- 
ble to her than he rcally was, made him 
look on the diſhonourable Conduct he 
was meditating againſt the Duke, as a 
Crime that was capable of a very caſy 
Vindication, he thought it more hon- 
ourable ro ſucceed with the Dutcheſs, 
than to preſerve Fidelity in his Friend- 
ſhip to her Lord; and to ſuch an Infa- 
ruation was he hurried by his guilty 
Love, that he imagined it to be thè moſt 
criminal Action in the World to neglect 
the Happineſs which his Vanity repre- 
ſented the Dutcheſs inclinable to afford 
him. | 


I'N 
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IN Conſequence of this Perjuaſion, 
as he had the Honour one Evening to 
lead her Grace from the Drawing-Room, 
he ſlipt a Letter into her Hand, as ſhe 
was ſtepping into her Coach, and then 
retired with a profound Reverence. The 
Lady believed the Paper contained ſome 
apgrecable Piece of Poetry, in which the 
Earl, as we intimated before, was very 
happy, and was impatient to read this 
new Product of his Capacity : But who 
can deſcribe her Confuſion and Reſent- 
ment, when ſhe found it to be a Decla- 
ration of Love, and her Diſpleaſure was 
the greater, as ſhe was conſcious that no 
Part of her Conduct could poſſibly give 
that Nobleman any Pretentions to the 
indecent Preſumption with which he 
treated her; and tho' it was late at 
Night, ſhe reſolved to acquaint the 
Dutcheſs her Mother with the Afﬀeronr 
that had been offered ro her Virtuc. 
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SHE accordingly ordered her Coach- 
man to drive to the Dutcheſs of Bear- 
fort's Houſe, and, at her Arrival there, 
went into her Grace's Bed- Chamber, and 
4 intreated her, with a Flood of Tears, to 
: read the Letrer ſhe put into her Hands. 
The Dutcheſs was not a little ſurprized 


TO 
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to ſee her Daughter in a Diſorder of 
Mind intirely new to her, and immedi- 
ately read over the Letter, with an Aſto- 
niſhment natural to ſuch an Event. Is zt 
poſſible, Madam, ſaid the Dutcheſs of 
Ormonde, that any Man can dare tu think 
he has a Privilege to treat me in this diſ- 
honourable Manner ! I can appeal to Hea- 
ven and Earth, that my Condutt has hit her- 
to been without Reproach, which makes 
this Violation of the Reſpect due to me, jo 
inſupportable. 


THE Dutcheſs of Beaufort was as 
much diſſatisſied with this Adventure, as 
her Daughter, and was juſtly apprehen- 
five that it might be attended with very 
fatal Conſequences ; to prevent which, all 
imaginable Diſcretion was nec Hary. 


WHILST they were deliberating 
what Steps were moſt proper to be taken 
ir: fo delicate an Affair, a Lady of great 
Quality, and a near Relation to them 
both, came in very ſeaſonably to aſſiſt 
at the Conſultation; and after ſhe had 
heard a particular Account of the whole 
Aflair, ſhe gave it as her Opinion, that 
it would be moſt proper for the Dutcheſs 
of Ormonde zo diſſemble her Reſentment, 
and treat the amorous Peer with ſuch an 
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Air of Indifference, as would effeftTually 


 mortify his Vanity, and diſcourage hm 
from perſiſtmg in his criminal Deſires : 


The Lady added, that if ſuch a Courſe 
of Behaviour ſhould not have the Effect 
that might be reaſonably expected, ſhe would 
undertake to diſcloſe the Affair to the Duke 
of Ormonde, in ſuch a Light as fhoull en- 
gage him to come into a Scheme fhe had 
formed for making this new Lover the Di- 
verſion of the whoſe Town, 


THIS Advice was allowed ro be juſt, 
and, after ſome farther Conſideration, 
the Dutcheſs of Ormonde took her Leave, 
with a Determination to conduct herſelf 
according to her Relations Sentiments. 
It was not long before the young Ear! 
ſaw her, and, as he was pleaſed to flat- 
ter himſelf, that the Graces of his Wir 
and Perſon were irreſiſtable, he was not 
a little ſurpriſed ar che negligent Man- 
ner in which the Dutcheſs heard all the 
fine Things he ſaid ro her; and as he 
found that he had not made the leaſt 
Impreſſion on her Heart, he began to 
imagine ſhe might poſſibly not have read 
his Letter, for he could not believe that 
ſo much premeditated Wit and Tendetneſs 
as it contained, could prove ineſfectual; 
and therefore reſolved to be certain that 

D his 
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his next Letter ſhould be read by the 
Dutcheſs ; for which Purpoſe, he found 
Means to gain, as he imagined, one of 
her Women to his Intereſt ; he made her 
2 Preſent of a large Purſe of Gold, ac- 
companying it with a ſecond Biller, which 
he intteated her to deliver into her La- 
dy's Hands, and, at che ſame Time, 
gave her to underſtand, that if ſhe ac- £ 
quitred herſelf of the Confidence he re- 4 
poſed in her, to his Satisfaction, there 4. 
was nothing ſhe might not promiſe her- 
{elf from his future Bounty. 


THE Dutcheſs's Woman performed | | 
her Commiſſion, and gave the Letter to 
her Lady, with a particular Account of 
the Earl's Liberality, and all the large 
Promiſes he had made her. The Dutch- 
eſs, after ſhe had read the Letter, made 
her Mother, and the other Lady, who had 
inſtructed her how to behave, acquainted 
with the Contents; upon which they 
thought it now a proper Time. to make 
the Duke of Ormonde wt ro the Secret. 
This they did, in ſuch a Manner as ca- 
fily diſpoſed his Grace to come into their 
Meaſures, to make his Rival as ridicu- 
lous as his Vanity ought to render him. 
To accompliſh which, it was agreed a- 
mong them, that the Dutcheſs ſhould an- 
| {wer 
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ſwer her Lover's Letter, and it is eaſy 
to imagine, that an Epiſtle dictated by 
ſuch Perſons, and on ſuch an Occaſion, 
was artful enough to deccive, even a Gen- 
tleman of the Earl's Penetration. It 
would be no diſagreeable Entertainment 
to the Reader, could J tepeat all the plea- 
ſant Things, and the diverting Contri— 
vances that were invented by this illu- 
ſtrious Company, to expoſe the preſum- 
ing Lover. The Dutcheſs of Ormonde 
was for having him privately admitted in- 
to the Houſe, and ſhut up in ſome Flace 
where he might be half frozen, before he 
ſhould be ſet at Liberty: But the Duke 


replied, That would be a Management of 


too low a Turn for the Harl's nice and de- 
licate Taſte, and then recollecting, that 
his Garden Wall was of a very conveni— 
ent Heighth, he thought it would be beſt 


for the Lover to climb over it, in order to 


come to his Lady, the Danger and Diff;- 
culty only tending to compleat the Glory of 


ſuch a gallant Adventure ; beſides, added 


he, we ſhall by this Means ſee whether 
his Lordſhip is in earneſt, and dare ha- 
gard his fine Perſon in the Proſecution of 


his Amonr. 


THIS Propoſal meeting with the Ap- 
probation of all rhe Ladies, they went 
| D 2: into 
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| into the Garden to examine. the Wall, 
and, obſerving a Place that had Hooks, 
which a Ladder might be commodiouſly 
faſtened to, the Dutcheſs's Woman had 
Directions to deſcribe this convenient . 
Situation to the Earl; but it was nor + 
done till ſeveral Letters had paſſed be- + 
tween him and the Dutcheſs, and he be- 
came perſuaded, that his Addreſſes were 
as ſucceſsful as he could wiſh, And now 
the Dutcheſs's Woman acquainted him, 
he had made all imaginable Impreſſions on 
her Lady, and that fbe expetted the Plea- 
ſure of his Company with the greateſt Im- 
patience, but then, continued the, it will 
be impoſſible for your 37 hg to paſs by 
the Porter in any Diſguiſe ; aud you are 
not inſenſible what Regard is due to a 
Lady's Reputation, in an Affair of this 
Nature, and therefore ſome Enxpedient muſt 
be thought of, to prevent any Diſcovery of 
your being admitted into my Lad)'s Apart- 
ment. 
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THE Earl, upon this, gave her the | 
ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of his ſtrict Regard : 
for the Dutchets's Honour; and there- 
fore, ſaid he, 1 am deſirous of being intro- 
duced in any Manner you can contrive, to | 
prevent my being diſcovered by any of the 4 
Servants, and there is no Danger, that 1 4 
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/ 
ceill ever decline to accompliſh my Happi- 
neſs, with all the Privacy my lovely Dutch- 
eſs can poſſiuly deſire. 


THE Gentlewoman finding him in 
ſuch a Reſolution, thought it then pro- 
per to acquaint him, IH zo [ay would 
be mare Haclual, to prevent tie Affair from 
being detected, than for bis Loraſh'p ta 
climb over the Garden-I!Vall, and then ſhe 
deſcribed that particular Part of it, where 
the Hooks were faſtened ; your Lordſhip, 
added ſhe, rs too gallant, to heſitate at a- 
vy little Danger that you may be expoſed 
to, ou ſuch an Octafion, and you are liłe- 
wiſe to conſider, that you could not have 
a more favourable Opportunity of conumc.- 
img my Lad, that your Faſjjion for her, can 


male you deſpiſe every Hazard and Diſi- 


culty that may lie between vow and the 
Happineſs von are in Purſuit of, and there 


fore, if your Lordſhip has no Objection te 


what I have been propoſing, I will be, a1 
Eleven this Night, in the Garden to re- 
cet ve vou. 


HIS Lordſhip was fo animated, with 
the Hopes of his imagincd Joys, that he 
told che Gentlewoman, in a Kind of 
Tranſport, That he thought Fortune was 
very propitious to him, in giuing him ſuch 

an 
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an Opportunit convincing her Lad 
how — re; could „ Srect® rod 
ry Danger and Impediment ; upon which 
he took his Leave, wich a ſolemn Pro- 
miſe to be punctual to the appointed 
Time; and then went to pay a Viſit to 
the Duke of Ormonde, by whom, as was 
before obſerved, he was treated with the 
greateſt Friendſhip and Intimacy. 


THE Duke received him with his 
uſual Affability, and after ſome Conver- 
ſation, walked with him in his Garden, 
where he could not forbear ſmiling to 
himſelf, to obſerve, with what a curious 
Eye his Viſitor examined rhe Wall he 
was to ſcale that Evening. After they 
had taken a few Turns, the Earl took his 
Leave, and went to his own Houſe, where 
he paſſed the Remainder of the Day with 
all the impatient Defires, natural to a 
Lover, who expects the happy Period of 
all his Wiſhes. The appointed Hour 
was, at laſt, come, and his Lordfhip did 
not fail to be exactly punctual at rhe 
Place agreed on, where he found the 
Ladder of Ropes thrown over the Wall, 
by the Means of which he mounted to 
the Top, with wonderful Activity, and 
from thence, as nimbly deſcended into 


the Garden: But, alas! how W 
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do Diſappointments and Diſgrace attend 
the fineſt Schemes of poor Mortals; 
and how common is it for Men to meet 
with the moſt diſagreeable Accidents, in 
the very Inſtant that he promiſed him- 
ſelf nothing but Rapture, and the moſt 
66 Felicity! The adventrous Peer 
ad no ſooner ſer Foot on the fatal 
Ground, than the Gardener, who hap- 
pened to be a very ſturdy Fellow, pre- 
tending to miſtake him for a Perſon who 
intended to rob the Houſe, fell upon him 
with Herculcan Force, and gave him ſuch 
a vigorous Drubbing, that he was ob- 
liged to cry out for Aſſiſtance. The 
Noiſe alarmed the Houſe, and the Duke, 
with all the Company, who were then at 
Supper with him, came out in a ſecmin 
Surpriſe to know the Occaſion of the 
Clamours they heard. Any one will ima- 
gine, that the unfortunate Lover made 
no very graceful Figure in fuch a Con- 
juncture; and, as ic was impoſſible for 
che Spectators of his Diſgrace, to keep 
their Countenances, he grew ſenſible, 
that this had been a premeditated Scheme 
to expoſe him. Bur, as be had a peculi- 
ar Preſence of Mind, and was, likewiſe, 
one of thoſe Philoſophic Lovers, who 
never run diſtracted at the Diſappoinment 
of their Paſſion, he asked the Duke's 
Pardon 
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Pardon for the Folly he had committed, 
deſiring his Grace to impute it to a 
youthful Inconſideration he would no 
longer indulge ; after which, he joined 
with the Company in their Mirth, and 
rallied himfelf very plcaſantly for the 
Difcipline he had received from the ho- 
neſt Gardiner. 


THE Farl's ill Succeſs in his Amour, 
ſoon became public, and was, for a. 
conliderable Time, the Entertainment of 
all the gay Company about the Court; 
and beſides this, it entirely extinguiſhed 
the Hopes of all who ſighed for the 
amiable Dutcheſs in Secret. They were 
convinced, that her Vertue was impreg- 
nable, and that it was poſſible for a La- 
dy to be the faireſt of her Sex, and, at 
the ſame Time, capable of preſcrving an 
untainted Fidelity to her Nuptial Vow." 


ANY one will caſily believe, that the 
Duke, afrer this amiable Proof of his 
Lady's Virtue, could not but cheriſh 
ſuch a Treaſure with the utmoſt Fond- 
neſs, and, indeed, our noble Pair lived 
in ſo mutual an Intercourſe of Endear- 
ments, as rendered them the Envy and 

Admira- 


* The ſoregoing was an Adventure of the late Duke of 
Buckingbam/tire when he was Earl of Mulgrave, 
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Admiration of the Age. I ſay, the En- 
vy, becauſe there have been Feople ma- 
licious enough to declare, that the 
Dutcheſs, ſome time after her Marriage, 
entertained ſuch a Fondneſs for Cards, as 
in a great Mcaſure alicnated the Duke's 
Affection from her for a conſiderable 
Time. But whilſt ſome have been ſo 
ungenerous as to propagate ſuch a Re- 
port, and others ſo weak as to believe it, 
all muſt acknowledge this to be the only 
Frailty that was ever imputed to 
that Lady, and eyen this has been 
aggravated much beyond the Reality of 
the Fact. The Truth is, Cards being at 
that Time, as well as now, the faſhionable 
Amuſement of the Fair, it was impolli- 
ble for che Dutcheſs, whoſe Houſe was 
continually filled with the belt Company 
in the Kingdom, to do otherwiſe than 
comply with the Inclinations of her Vi- 
ſitors in that Diverſion ; and it may be 
true, that ſhe might ſometimes ſic up late 
at Play to oblige her Company, and we 
will not deny, that the Duke might be 
ſenſible of ſome Uncaſineſs to find his 
Lady compelled by the reigning Deco- 
rum among the Great, to be abſent more 
Hours from him, than were agreeable to 
her Inclinations. But, at the lame Time, 
in Juſtice to the Memory of that incom- 

E patable 
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parable Lady, we muſt affirm, That the 
Moment ſhe was ſenſible of the leaſt 
Uneaſineſs in her Lord on that Account, 
ſhe never after would ſuffer Play ro de- 
tain her from him, to any late or un- 
ſeaſonable Hour. A ſingular Inſtance this, 
of a Lady, who could reſolve to ſacrifice 
what was then thought an innocent 
Amuſement, to the Repoſe of her Con- 
fort ; whereas the ſame Motive now, is 
frequently inſufficient tro make Numbers 
of the Sex reſign Pleaſures that are really 
criminal and injurious to their own and 
their Husband's Reputation. But to re- 
turn to this noble Pair, 


WHEN the Duke was conſtituted 
Lord-Lieutenant of Jreland, the Dutcheſs 
undertook that Voyage ; and her Recep- 
tion and Return is ſo truly, and fo ele- 
gantly deſcribed by Mr. Dryden, in his 

Addreſs to her Grace *, that it would be 
Injuſtice ro his Memory to omit ir, on 
this Occaſion, vir. 


Already have the Fates your Path prepar'd, 
And ſure Preſage your future Sway declar'd : 
When Weſtward, like the Sun, you took your 

Way, 4 
And from benighted Britain bore the Day, 

. * See the Dedication of his Fables. 
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Blue Titan gave the Signal from the Shore, 
The ready Nereids heard, and ſwam before 
To ſmooth the Seas; a foft Zan Gale, 
But juſt inſpired, and gently ſwell'd the Sail ; 
Portunus took his Turn, whote ample Hand 
Heay'd up the lighten'd Keel, and funk the 
Sand, 
And ſteer'd the facred Veſſel fafe to Land. 
The Land, it not reſtrain'd, had met your Way, 
Projected out a Neck, and jutted to the Sca. 
Hibernia, proſtrate at your Feet, ador'd, 
In you, the Pledge of her expected Lord; 
Due to her Iſles, a venerable Name, 
His Father and his Grandſire known to Fame; 
Aw'd by that Houſe, accultom'd to com- 
mand, 
The ſturdy Kerns in due Subjection ſtand, 
Nor bear the Reins in any other Hand. 


At your Approach, they crouded to the Port; 
And ſcarcely Landed, you create a Court : 
As Ormonde's Harbinger, to you they run ; 
For Venus is the Promiſe of the Sun. 


For Waſte of Civil Wars, their Towns de- 
ſtroy'd, 
Pales un-honour'd, Ceres un- employ'd. 
Were all forgot, and one Triumphant Day, 
Wip'd all the Tears of three Campaigns away. 


E 2 Blood, 


——  <-IHSEYT _ 
— n = — "";" WY FRET 
* — 


628) 

Blood, Rapines, Maſſacres, were cheaply 
bought, 

So mighty Recompence your Beauty * 


As when the Dove returning, bore the Mark 
Of Earth reſtor'd to the long-lab*ring Ark, 
The Relicks of Mankind, ſecure of Reſt, 
Op'd ev'ry Window to receive the Gueſt, 5 
And the Fair Bearer of the Meſſage bleſt. 


So when you came, with loud repeated 
Cries, 
The Nation took an Omen from your Eyes, 
And God advanc'd his Rainbow in the Skies. 
To ſign inviolable Peace reſtor'd, 
The Saluts with ſolemn Shouts proclaim'd the 


new Accord. 


When at your /e:ond Coming, you appear, 
(For I foretel that Millenary-Year) 
The ſharpen'd Share ſhall vex the Soil no more, 
Bur Earth unbidden ſhall produce her Store : 
The Land ſhall laugh, the circling Ocean ſmile, 


And Heaven's Indulgence bleſs the holy Iſle. 


Heav'n from all Ages has reſerv'd for you, 
That happy Clime, which Venom never knew ; 


Or if it had been there, your Eyes alone 
Have Pow'r to chace all Poiſon, but their own. 


Now 
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Now in this Interval, which Fate has caſt, 
Betwixt your future Glories, and your paſt, 
This Pauſe of Pow'r, *tis Ireland's Hour to 

mourn, 
While England celebrates your ſafe Return; 
By which you ſeem the Seaſons to command, 


And bring our Summers back to tlicir forſaken 
Land. 


The vanquiſh'd Ile our Leiſure muſt attend, 
Till the fair Bleſſing we vouchſaſe to ſend; 
Nor can we ſpare you long, tho* often we 

may lend, 
The Dove was twice employ'd abroad, before 
The World was dry'd ; and ſhe return'd no 
more. 


O Daughter of the Roſe, whoic Cheeks unite 
The diff'ring Titles of the Red and White; 
Who Heav'ns alternate Beauty well diſplay, 
The Bluſh of Morning, and the Milky Way; 
Whoſe Face is Paradiſe, but fenc'd from Sin, 
For God in either Eye has plac'd a Cherubin. 


All is your Lord's alone; ev'n abſent, He 
Employs the Care of Chaite Penelope. 
For him you waſte in Tears your Widow'd 
Hours, 
For him your curious Needle paints the Flowers; 
Such 
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And wear the Garter of his Mother's Race. 
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Such Works of Old Imperial Dames were 
taucht, x 
Such for Mcanius fair Eliſa wrought, 


The ſoft Receſſes of your Hours improve, 
The Three fair Pledges of your happy Love : 
All other Parts of pious Duty done, 

You owe your Ormonde nothing but a Son; 
To fill in future Times bi Father's Place, 


The World was deprived of this moſt 
incomparable PRINckss, of whom ir was 
no longer worthy, Anno 1733. 

Serre. 
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